Purpose: Obesity has been shown to have important effects related to breast cancer. But there have been few data available on the distribution of body mass index (BMI) among Korean breast cancer patients and on the effects of this distribution on patient prognosis. Therefore we investigated the BMI distribution of Korean breast cancer patient's and its relationship with other tumor markers, in order to elucidate the relationship between BMI and patient prognosis. Methods: We measured the BMI of 266 Korean adult women with breast carcinoma.and divided the subjects into the following subgroups according to BMI; low body weight (BMI 20), normal body weight (BMI; 20 25) and over weight (BMI 25). We compared this distribution with that of the general Korean women's population. and investigated the correlation with other prognostic factors and tumor markers. The 5 year overall and disease free survival rates were evaluated for both the total breast cancer patients and the adjuvant hormone treated breast cancer patients, according to BMI subgroup, using the Kaplan-Meier method.
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